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Digital Gap in the Design Process
(Comparison between degree of thought and performance in

foreign and Egyptian projects)

Abstract:

The design process consists of two dimensions - according to the RIBA classification. The
first dimension is the intellectual dimension which aims to solve the design problem and
formulate the architectural solution in form or composition. The second dimension is the
productive dimension, which represents the activities carried out by the designer In order to
produce the result of the design process in the form of a final integrated project. With the
advent of the computer in the middle of the twentieth century and its impact on our life in
many ways, the computer affected an aided architecture domain in general and the design
process in particular. Much software developed as aiding tools to help the designer in doing
his job. Such computer applications enhanced the quality and performance of the design.
Those tools and aides varied in form drawing applications CAD to modern modeling
applications as BIM, and helps in the process of architectural solution and decision-making as
well. Certainly the computer aid changed significantly the concept of traditional architectural
form and solutions, and made it more efficient and sophisticated than before. Of course the
degree of comprehension and usability of all these possibilities in the design process varied
between the Western and local architectural community. To which extent the degree of
variation and what is the difference in the use of these possibilities and digital tools at the
level of the two dimensions of the design process between Western society and the local one.
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